
 

Holly Cultivar Registration
4-11 Ilex (cornuta x pernyi) ‘Hugger’ 
Male
Registered: May 9, 2011
Charles R. Anderson
11801 Greenspring Avenue
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117

The origin of this clone is unknown, but it is thought to be a putative chance hybrid seedling of Ilex
cornuta x pernyi. The unusual seedling was discovered about 1999 in a four inch space between
two garden fences, thus ”hugging” both fences, at 11801 Greenspring Avenue in Owings Mills,
Maryland, home to Mr. Charles R. Anderson. The seedling was then selected and moved to the
garden in 2000 and subsequently named and introduced by Mr. Anderson in April 2011.

The collected seedling is now a small evergreen tree, twelve years old, 2.7 m (9 ft) tall with a
horizontal branching habit and a conical shape with a spread of 1.4 m (4 1/2 ft).

Leaves of ‘Hugger’ are simple, glossy, coriaceous, glabrous and of heavy substance. The largest
leaves are 3.8 cm (1 ½ in) long by 2.5 cm (1 in) wide and are quadrate (somewhat square in
outline). The leaves have at least four small marginal spines, two or more on each side and a
similarly small mucronate tip spine of 2 mm (1/16 in) with a rounded to nearly subcordate leaf base
and small petioles to 3 mm (1/8 in). Leaf margins are entire between the small spines and the
leaves tend to grow convex in side view and repand in top view. Leaf color is dark olive green,
Green Group 136 A above and Green Group 138 B on the underside of the leaf as illustrated on
the Royal Horticulture Society Colour Chart, 1995.

‘Hugger’ has abundant staminate flowers, with four petals and four stamens each, which are borne
in dense fasciculate clusters in the leaf axils on previous season’s wood.

Plants have been grown since 2009 at Mc Lean Nurseries at 9000 Satyr Hill Road in Baltimore,
Maryland and were provided to members of the Holly Society of America as a hardiness test plant
at the 2010 Annual Meeting in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Selection was based on small dark green,
squarish leaves and very abundant staminate flowers. Hardiness is rated at zone 6 on the USDA
Plant Hardiness Zone Map of 1990.

Voucher specimens are on deposit in the herbarium of the U.S. National Arboretum (NA),
Washington, D.C. 20002.

 


