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The selection originated as a volunteer seedling that hybridized in McLean Nursery in Baltimore, 
Maryland, nearly ten years ago. Parents of the seedling cannot be accurately determined, but possible 
contributors could be Ilex cornuta, Ilex pernyi and possibly Ilex x koehneana (Ilex aquifolium x Ilex 
latifolia). 

The evergreen holly tree exhibits an upright conical shape and is estimated to be 12 years old.  The hybrid 
is now 1.8 m (6ft) tall by 9.2 dm (3ft) wide, with a herringbone branching habit.  Average growth is about 
1.5 dm (6 in).  The leaves of ‘Baltimore Blaze’ are spiny, glossy, and are oblong to quadrangular in 
outline, with margins spined - three or more paired spines per side and undulate.  Leaves are 6.4 cm (2.5 
in) long by 3.8 cm (1.5 in) wide, with petioles to 7 mm (1/4 in). The leaf apex is acuminate, with a small 
mucronate tip spine of 2 mm (1/16 in), while the bases are rounded to cuneate and grows convex in side 
view and spinose in top view.  Leaf color is olive green, Green Group 139A above and Green Group 138A 
on the underside on the Royal Horticulture Colour Chart, 1995.  The fruit are red- red-orange, Red Group 
34A rounded in shape, 1 cm (3/8 in) in diameter and seem to brighten up during the winter season. 

Selection was based on the unique leaf shape and heavy fruit clusters that give the holly the appearance of 
being on fire.  That is also the inspiration of the cultivar name, along with its local origin.  The name 
‘Baltimore Blaze’ has no direct relationship with the Great Baltimore Fire of 1904, or with “Blaze Star”,  
a local legend…it’s just another blaze from Baltimore.   

Ilex ‘Baltimore Blaze’ has been distributed to select members of the Holly Society of America for 
evaluation and has been used as a holly test plant.  It has been propagated since 2006 and is available at 
McLean Nurseries for retail customers and holly enthusiasts.  Although the original holly is still quite 
small, positive feedback from those growing the plant has encouraged this registration and continued 
propagation. 

Voucher specimens are on deposit in the herbarium of the U.S. National Arboretum (NA), Washington, 
D.C. 20002. 

 


