
Welcome to Mendenhall, PA:
Cathy Anderson, hostess, welcomes you to the HSA’s 
70th Annual Meeting, which takes place in the colorful area 
of Eastern Pennsylvania.  You don’t want to miss the beau-
tiful gardens showing holly greens and berries ripening red, 
orange, and yellow of early November.

The Mendenhall Inn is where we will sleep, have 
our meals, and hear great speakers. The Inn is located at 
323 Kennett Pike, Mendenhall, Route 52, PA 19357.  Visit
www.brandywinehotels.com/mendenhall-inn/       
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Susan Hunter, president of the HSA and 
founder of Heartwood Nursery Inc., extends to 
you a warm welcome to the 70th Annual Meet-
ing of the Holly Society of America, Inc.  

Are you ready for an outstanding Meeting?  We 
hope you will enjoy our annual gathering and take advan-
tage of everything the HSA has to offer.   

From conversing with some of the most know-
ledgeable people in the Horticultural World,  visiting beau-
tiful and historical gardens and aboreta, to the ever-popular 
Holly Sprig contest and widely acclaimed Plant Sale and 
Auction, you will be provided with a unique opportunity to 
meet and re-connect with people of all interest levels and 
backgrounds. 

Please also know that your HSA President and 
Executive Board are always interested in hearing your 
thoughts and knowing what is happening in your HSA Re-
gion. To find out how to contact the HSA Executive Board, 
visit www.hollysocam.org. 

This is an exciting time as we celebrate our 70th 
Anniversary and look enthusiastically toward the future to 
continue to grow our organization.  

We look forward to seeing you this November, and 
best wishes for a memorable Annual Meeting.

HSA President Welcomes You: Speaker Line-Up:
Joel Fry, Director and curator of Bartram’s Gardens, will 
be featured speaker on Tuesday, November 7, during the 
Welcome Banquet.  Bartram’s Garden is a 45-acre National 
Historic Landmark, operated by the John Bartram Associa-
tion with Philadelphia Parks and Recreation.  John Bartram 
purchased 102 acres from Swedish settlers in 1728 along 
the Schuylkill River, and systematically began gathering 
the most varied collection of North American plants in the 
world.  We will hear they have just opened a section of the 
garden that has not been seen in years.  A three-year Action 
Plan shares a new vision for Bartram’s Garden that leads 
the way forward to a sustainable future.  By the 125th an-
niversary of its founding as a public green space, in 2018, 
Bartram’s Garden will be a thriving global community of 
learning and enjoyment.

Gregg Tepper, Director of Horticulture at the future Del-
aware Botanic Gardens in Dagsboro will give you a vir-
tual tour. His enthusiasm, and that of the DBG board of 
directors, is contagious.  You will marvel at what Gregg has 
discovered behind what once was a farmer’s field of crops 
and a mass of briery brush up to the tidal waters of Pepper 
Creek. The future Botanic Gardens will be a treasure for
everyone who lives and travels on the East Coast.  Charles 
Anderson is arranging to donate 105 hollies from his col-
lection to the DBG. We will receive an update on this en-
deavor and learn how other members of the Holly Society 
are contributing, as well as what is still needed before the 
Gardens open to the public.  Learn more about the DBG at 
www.delawaregardens.org/

Bob and Nancy Bernhardt, long established members
of the Holly Society of America, have a large and beautiful 
Holly orchard and are owners of the Indian Orchards Farm 
in Media, PA.  Did you know they have apple trees over 
100 years old?  Bob and Nancy will tell us more about this 
farm that has been in their family for generations, and how 
they keep their products organic.  There’s more to learn at 
www.indianorchardsfarm.com/

Reserve  Early !



MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6
3:00 p.m.  Executive Board and Trustees meeting in the Winterthur Room at Mendenhall Inn
   Dinner will follow
   Plants and sprigs may be stored in one or two extra rooms.  
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
7:00 a.m.  Registration 
   Early Arrivals Tour leaves for breakfast and tour at Scott Arboretum
8:45 a.m.  Arrive at Swarthmore College Conference Center
   Complimentary breakfast and informational speakers will be held in the new building overlook-  
   ing the holly collection.  Golf carts are available for the tour.   
Noon - 12:30 p.m. Arrive at Longwood Gardens for lunch and its featured Chrysanthemum Festival
   Lunch on your own at the Longwood Café or The 1906 Restaurant 
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.  Select one of two group tours that are offered
   Wheelchairs are available at no charge.  Motorized chairs are available for a fee.
4:30 p.m.  Begin boarding the bus to return to Mendenhall Inn
5:30 p.m.  Attitude Adjustment hospitality and fellowship in the Gold Ballroom
6:00 p.m.  Welcome Annual Meeting Dinner in the Ballroom
   • Speaker, Joel Fry, curator, Bartram’s Garden
   Following dinner, we will set up silent auction items, sprigs and plants in the Gold Ballroom.  
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8
7:00 a.m.  Breakfast in the Inn for overnight guests
   Registration
8:00 a.m.  Board bus at Mendenhall Inn
9:00 a.m.  Arrive at Bartram’s Garden, Lindbergh Blvd., Philadelphia, to visit historical garden
   Recommended reading before the meeting:  “The Brother Gardeners:  Botany, Empire    
   and the Birth of an Obsession,” by Andrea Wulf 
   More history:  https://bartramsgaden.org/about/history/the-bartrams/
12:30 - 1:45 p.m. Buffet lunch at Valley Green Inn overlooking the Wissanhickon Creek
2:00 - 4:45 p.m.  Arrive at University of Pennsylvania to tour Morris Arboretum
6:00 p.m.  Return to Mendenhall Inn
After 4:30 p.m.  Dinner is on your own in either the hotel restaurant next door at Station 52, or refer to a list of   
   restaurants in your Welcome Bag.
   Finish setting up for plant/silent auction in the Gold Ballroom.
   Judge sprigs in the Gold Ballroom

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 9
7:00 - 8:30 a.m.  Breakfast in the Inn for overnight guests
8:00 - Noon  Registration
8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Silent Auction in Gold Ballroom  (Silent Auction closes at 1:30 p.m.)
8:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Sprigs in Gold Ballroom will open to view Contest results.  
8:45 a.m.  Program starts in Gold Ballroom with a call to order and announcements
9:00 - 9:50 a.m.  Presentation No. 1, Bob and Nancy Bernhardt, Indian Orchards Farm, Media, PA
10:00 - 11:15 a.m. Presentation No. 2, Gregg Tepper, Dir. of Horticulture, Delaware Botanical Gardens, Dagsboro 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Boxed lunch and Round Table Discussion in the Gold Ballroom
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Plant Auction and sale in the Gold Ballroom 
6:00 p.m.  Attitude Adjustment hospitality and fellowship in the garden area outside the Gold Ballroom 
7:00 p.m.  Final Banquet in the Gold Ballroom to include awards and announcements.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10 
   Breakfast in the Inn for overnight guests
   Hotel checkout   

Schedule at a Glance  2.



THERE’S MORE TO SEE AND DO IN BRANDYWINE                                       
TYLER ARBORETUM
www.tylerarboretum,org
515 Painter Road, Media, PA 19063, Phone: 610-566-9134
Official Arboretum of the Holly Society of America:  Contact is Cricket Brien
Located in the heart of Delaware County, PA, Tyler Arboretum is a place of natural beauty and history dating back to the 
time of William Penn.  Today, Tyler serves the Greater Philadelphia region through horticulture, education and the preser-
vation of natural lands.
Open Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Saturday and Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

INDIAN ORCHARDS FARM
Holly Society of America member    Telephone for appointment:  610-565-8387
www.indianorchardsfarm.com
27 Copes Lane, Media, PA 19063
Fruits and vegetables are grown using organic techniques, natural, sustainable, minimally sprayed.  Integrated pest man-
agement (IPM) is used as well.  Apples, cider, and pumpkins are available in November.  Over 100 year old location is 
tucked away off of Route 352 in Delaware County.

WATER CREST FARMS NURSERY
www.watercrestfarmsnursery.com
190 Woodcrest Road, West Grove, PA 19390, Telephone:  610-869-3883
Open Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Contacts:  David Wells, Pat Joyce, William H Wells
Friends of the Holly Society of America, who proudly display our logo and a link to our website.  For over 40 years, they 
have been known for premium large American Hollies, mature specimen ornaments and evergreens, and native plants in 
a full range of sizes to suit all needs.  The nursery is located 12 miles West of Longwood Gardens.  Note:  Nursery is on 
the North side of US-1.  (Some GPS/Mapping sites will take you to the wrong side.  The closest intersection to input is 
Woodview and Woodcrest Roads.)

STAR ROSES AND PLANTS/CONARD-PYLE
www.starrosesandplants.com
Research and Main Planting
25 Lewis Road, West Grove, PA 19390, telephone:  610-869-4231
Over 75 years ago, Robert Pyle laid the foundation that still exists at Star Roses and Plants.  By establishing friendships 
with nurseries and hybridizers all over the world, Pyle expanded its horticultural palette.  Retail:  Natural Landscapes 
Nursery, 354 North Jennesville Road, West Grove, PA 19390, telephone:  610-869-3788

WINTERTHUR- Museum, Garden, Library and Gift Shop
www.winterthur.org
5105 Kennett Pike (Route 52), Winterthur, DE 19735  Telephone:  800-448-3883
For in-car GPS; and online mapping services, use:  5105 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, DE 19807
Founded by Henry Francis DuPont, Winterthur is the premier museum of American decorative arts, reflecting both early 
America and the DuPont family’s life here.  Its 60-acre naturalistic garden is among the country’s best, and its research 
library serves scholars from around the world.  Open Tuesday - Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

HAGLEY MUSEUM AND LIBRARY - Educational Gift Shop
www.hagley.org
Museum Main Entrance GPS:  200 Hagley Creek Road, Wilmington, DE 19807
Library and Soda House Entrance GPS:  298 Buck Road, Wilmington, DE 19807
Located on 235 acres along the banks of the Brandywine River in Wilmington, Hagley is the site of the gunpowder works 
founded by E. I. DuPont in 1802.  This example of early American industry includes restored mills, a workers’ commu-
nity, and the ancestral home and gardens of the DuPont family.  Open daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., until mid-November, then 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

BRANDYWINE RIVER MUSEUM OF ART AND GIFT SHOP
www.brandywine.org
1 Hoffman’s Mill Road, Chadds Ford, PA 19317
Renowned for its holdings of the Wyeth family of artists, the Museum features galleries dedicated to the work of N. C. 
Wyeth, Andrew Wyeth and Jamie Wyeth.  The Museum’s outstanding Heritage collection is a cross section of American  
art with a special focus on artistic practice in the Brandywine Valley.  Open daily, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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HOLLY SPRIG CONTEST

Competition will be open to amateur and professional entrants.  Both a division of amateur entrees and a division of 
professional entrees will be judged.  To have a truly worthwhile display, we need your sprigs!

Amateur and Professional Division Classes:
Class I     Ilex opaca sprigs (subclasses will be established for males, females, yellow berried, etc.).
Class II     Ilex aquifolium sprigs (subclasses will be established for males, females, yellow berried, variegated, etc.).
Class III    Ilex crenata sprigs (subclasses will be established for males, females, variegated, etc.).
Class IV   Ilex cornuta sprigs (subclasses will be established for males, females, etc.).
Class V     Deciduous holly species (subclasses will be established for Ilex verticillata, Ilex decidua, and any other         
       deciduous holly including interspecific hybrids).
Class VI    Miscellaneous species.
Class VII  Interspecific hybrids (named varieties and unnamed selections).
Class VIII Novice - Open only to persons who have never entered a sprig into competition before.
Class IX    Collection - Five sprigs of different cultivars and/or different species in container supplied by exhibitor.   
   Class open to amateurs and professionals.
Class X     Arrangement, suitably named, depicting a landmark, tradition, or outstanding characteristic of the site of  
      the current Annual Meeting.  Entry not to exceed 24 inches high by 20 inches wide by 16 inches deep.   
      The arrangement must consist predominantly of holly.  Accessories are permitted and should be in a con- 
                  tainer supplied by exhibitor. Class open to amateurs and professionals.

Awards and Prizes:
Awards will be presented at the Holly Banquet, and winners will be listed in the proceedings of the meeting.   Awards 
include the Novice Class Award, Amateur Division Best of Show Award, Arrangement Class Award, the Stewart H. 
McLean Memorial Award for the Professional Division Best of Show, and the Wilson Mott Memorial Award for the 
best evergreen sprig in the show.

General Rules:  (Look for your Sprig Registration Form on line at the HSA web site: www.hollysocam.org.)
1.   Sprigs must be from plants grown at least one year by the person entering them and must be properly identified.
2.   Evergreen sprigs must not exceed 18 inches in length.  Deciduous sprigs must not exceed 24 inches in length.
3.   All judging will be based on the official point score card of The Holly Society of America (see table below).
4.   The contest committee will supply plastic tubes for exhibitors.
5.   The competition is open to anyone wishing to enter.
6.   All entries must be made during the registration hours specified in the Annual Meeting Program.
7.   Judging will take place as specified in the Program.
8.   Entry fee:  No entry fee applies in entering this competition.
9.   An exhibitor may submit only one entry of each cultivar in a class or subclass.
10.  The number of classes and/or subclasses may be expanded or reduced at the discretion of the official registrar.
11.  The official registrar is the final authority regarding the interpretation and application of the General Rules.

POINT SCORE CARD FOR JUDGING BERRIED, NON BERRIED, AND
DECIDUOUS BRANCHES OF THE GENUS ILEX

       Berried Holly    Non Berried Holly   Deciduous Holly

Vigor of spray     10 Vigor of spray   15 Vigor of spray   20
Spacing of foliage  10 Spacing of foliage  15 Freedom from blemish  20
Color of foliage   15 Color of foliage   25 Size of fruit   15
Freedom from blemish  15 Freedom from blemish  20 Color of fruit   20
Texture of foliage  10 Texture of foliage  15 Spacing of fruit   15
Size of fruit   10 Correct labeling   10 Correct labeling   10
Color of fruit   10 
Spacing of fruit   10
Correct labeling   10

            TOTAL POINTS          100             TOTAL POINTS             100     TOTAL POINTS                    100
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Plant Contribution Form  
 You may make as many copies as you need.  Complete one Plant Contribution Sale Form for each plant you bring 
to the auction and return it to:  Margot Gerding, 1135 Gypsy Lane West, Towson, MD 21286, or email to:  magerding35@
gmail.com by Oct. 31, 2017.   This form can be found on the HSA web site:  www.hollysocam.org. 

----------Clip---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MEETING REGISTRATION FORM  (See other side)

PLEASE PRINT THE FOLLOWING:

Names of attendees:  ________________________________________________________________________________
(Print attendee’s names as they are to appear on attendee name tags)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________
(Print the address of each attendee, if different)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

City:__________________________________  State:_______  Zip code:_________  Phone:______________________

Country:_____________________________E-mail: ______________________________________________________

                       Please complete the reverse side of this form, clip, and return with your check to the HSA Secretary.
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Family:  

Cultivar:  

Size of Plant:  Sex:  

Zone:  Adult Height / Width:  

Description: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pollinator(s): 
 
 

 
 

Family:  

Cultivar:  

Size of Plant:  Sex:  

Zone:  Adult Height/Width:  

Description: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pollinator(s): 
 
 

 

Please fill in and return this form to: 
By mail:  Margot Gerding, 1135 Gypsy Lane West, Towson, MD 21286   or   via email:  magerding35@gmail.com 
If possible, please provide a picture of each plant. 

Quantity:

;

  Please bring your plants to the meeting.

Species:

Cultivar/Selection:



IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS
Meeting Registration:

Please use the clipped portion of the Meeting Registration Form below to register for the 2017 Annual Meeting.  
Indicate the number of people you want to register for the entire meeting, the entire meeting plus one or both of the op-
tional tours, and/or only part of the meeting.  Calculate the total amount due and complete the reverse side of the form and 
return the form with your check payable (in U.S. Funds or International Money Order) by October 31, 2017, to:

Carole Cossaboon, Secretary  or:  PAY ONLINE WITH PAYPAL
Holly Society of America, Inc.        www.hollysocam.org
P. O. Box 803
Millville, NJ 08332-0803
Upon arrival at the Inn, pick up your registration packet at the registration table in the Expo hallway.

Holly Auction:  Your support of the auction both as a donor and participant helps finance the Holly Society Research
and Development Program.  Please bring holly donations (or other plants of horticultural merit), to the Holly Auction.  
Label in advance with the Plant Auction Form on page five (5), and list all plant material with genus, species, cultivar 
name and USDA hardiness zone. Please complete a Plant Contribution Form for each plant you are entering in the auction 
and forward to: Margot Gerding as early as possible, or email: magerding35@gmail.com.  We also recommend attaching a 
copy of the completed Plant Contribution Form to each plant you bring to the meeting.

Silent Auction:  Handcrafted items displaying a holly motif, or other items of special interest will be greatly appreciated.  
Remember to price your donations before they are displayed. 

Holly Sprig Contest:  Everyone is encouraged to participate in this event.  See page four (4) for more information on
entering the sprig contest.

For questions about the meeting, contact meeting coordinator, Cathy Anderson.  E-mail: cathystudio9@gmail.com

----------Clip.....................................................................................................................................................
MEETING REGISTRATION FORM

70th ANNUAL MEETING -- NOVEMBER 7 - 9, 2017
MENDENHALL, PENNSYLVANIA

www.brandywinehotels.com/mendenhall-inn/

Please reserve your room(s) directly with the Mendenhall Inn, reservation:  610-388-2100 to receive the “Holly Society of 
America” group rate.   Early registrations are encouraged.  Cut-off date is Monday, October 31, 2017.  

Entire Meeting, plus Tuesday’s Early Arrivals Tour #_____    x   $395.00 $___________
Entire Meeting, including Registration  #_____    x   $345.00   $___________

Daily Fees for those only interested in attending specific single activities:
Meeting Registration Fee #_____   x   $100.00 $___________
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017, Early Arrivals Tour (Incl. Breakfast)  #_____   x   $  60.00      $___________
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017, Welcome Dinner  #_____   x   $  75.00 $___________
Wednesday, Nov. 8, 2017, Full Day Holly Tour, (Incl. Lunch) #_____   x   $  60.00 $___________
Thursday, Nov. 9, 2017, (Lectures, CEUs, Lunch, and Auction) #_____   x   $  50.00      $___________
Thursday, Nov. 9, 2017, Holly Awards Banquet  #_____   x   $  80.00 $___________

Grand Total Enclosed: $___________

Please list diet restrictions:______________________________________________________
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The Mendenhall Inn
323 Kennett Pike, route 52, Mendenhall, PA 19357

Holly Society of America Group Rate Reservation Telephone:  610-388-2100
www.brandywinehotels.com/mendenhall-inn/

Hotel Reservations:  
 Each attendee will make his or her own reservation by calling direct at 610-388-2100 and asking for the 
Holly Society of America’s set-aside rooms.  Room rates are $108.00, plus nine percent tax, per night for single 
or double, which includes breakfast.   Hostess Cathy Anderson urges you to please register early.  

 The Mendenhall Inn was named for its leading citizen Elwood Mendenhall who owned the land across 
from the present inn.  The Mendenhalls originally emigrated from Wiltshire, England where the name Milden-
hall dates back to 1275.  Elwood established a north railroad siding with a freight station, creamery and mail 
depot.  In 1917, Pierre DuPont acquired the farm and several surrounding properties to avoid negotiating “right 
of ways” for his plans to widen the Kennett Turnpike.

 The Brandywine area is nestled amidst the rolling hills of southern Chester County, PA, where the 
Battle of Brandywine was fought.  The northern New Castle County, DE area is where the paper was milled 
for the Declaration of Independence as well as America’s first currency.  Here is where the DuPonts made their 
fortunes, and built their mansions.  Also, this is where three generations of Wyeths have lived and painted the 
landscapes and people of Chadds Ford.

 An early November weekend is the perfect time of year for brides and grooms to plan weddings in the 
Brandywine region.  That is why we are meeting during the week this year.  Plus, we get a great rate for the 
hotel.

 The Inn at Mendenhall provides cozy 3-star accommodations near Philadelphia.  Those staying on the 
property can also take advantage of free Wi-Fi.  There are also a variety of amenities at the hotel such as porters, 
a laundry service and a fitness center.  The Inn also features spacious rooms equipped with cable/satellite chan-
nels, a refrigerator and a hair dryer.  

 Those staying at the hotel can sample French cuisines at the on-site restaurant, ideally based for those 
who want to stay close by at mealtime.

 Visit the Brandywine.com web site for the No. 1 online guide to the historic Brandywine Valley.  You 
will discover the area’s natural beauty, history, art, antiques, mansions and gardens as well as a unique brand of 
country casual hospitality.

 We can only hope we’ll be able to “soak up the splendor” of Longwood Garden’s Main Fountain $90 
million restored Garden that returned this summer.  However, we cannot promise the full fountain performance 
will be on view in November.
 
“You are invited to explore and be charmed.”
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From Wilmington, Delaware, I-95 N
 Travel on I-95 North to Route 141 North, to Route 52 North.

From Philadelphia International Airport, (I-95 S):
 Inn at Mendenhall is under a 35-minute drive from Philadelphia 
International Airport.

Travel Directions: 
• Mendenhall
Route 
   52

I- 95
•

Delaware

Pennsylvania
From Philadelphia, PA, I-95 S
 Travel on I-95 South and DE-92 West, to Route US-322 (US 1)
West to Route 52 South.

Wilmington •



The Holly Society of America Inc., founded in 1947, is a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3), organization of individuals 
interested in learning about the genus Ilex.  Through Society publications, lectures, meetings, and visits to holly collec-
tions, information is provided for skilled growers as well as novices.  Local or regional groups of holly enthusiasts are 
encouraged to establish chapters under the National Society. 

Members receive two issues of the Holly Society Journal and a copy of the Holly Letter each year.  Annual dues 
are as follows:  Student Membership:  Standard, $15.00.  Regular Membership (Individual or Joint to the one address, do-
mestic or foreign):  Standard, $35.00; Sustaining, $60.00; Sponsoring, $120.00.  Life Membership:  Individual, $600.00  
Commercial/Institutional Membership:  Standard, $60.00; Sustaining, $120.00

Inquiries about membership and orders for back copies of the Journal and other Holly Society publications 
should be sent to the Secretary.  Contributions of articles for publication in the Journal or the Holly Letter and inquiries 
about published material should be sent to the Editor.  The address for both is:  Holly Society of America, Inc., P. O. Box 
803, Millville, NJ 08332-0803   

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

Permit No. 187
Vineland, NJ

Holly Society of America, Inc.
P. O. Box 803
Millville, NJ 08332-0803

VISIT OUR WEB SITE

http://www.hollysocam.org
“Like” us on Facebook


